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7 things Community Members 
should know about PARCC and 

Reporting
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•What are the goals driving the design of the PARCC assessment

•Know why we need these standards and assessments

•Look at a few PARCC test questions

•Learn how the performance levels were established and how 

the results will be presented

•Understand how the PARCC assessments fit into a 

comprehensive system of teaching and learning

•Know what we are doing to prepare for the release of 

assessment results

Presentation Goals
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1. PARCC’s Goals?
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�Determines whether students are college- and 

career-ready or “on track” by measuring 

problem-solving and critical thinking

�Provides a writing assessment at every grade 

level

�Reports growth in performance as well as 

absolute achievement

�Reports comparable results across schools, 

districts and member states

�Generates valid and reliable information to 

inform instruction and accountability decisions

The primary objectives of PARCC

� Uses technology for a range of 

purposes including increasing 

student access, providing 

accommodations, engaging 

students, and creating efficiencies in 

administration, scoring and 

reporting
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What does PARCC cover in ELA?
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•Whether students can productively engage with a range of grade level text- easily 

accessible to complex text, write clearly and logically, and use academic language 

appropriately

•How well students can read and respond to both  literary and informational text 

using evidence from the text to explain their thinking

•The extent to which students can use reading and writing to build and explain 

their knowledge through content-rich nonfiction

For English Language Arts/Literacy the focus is on complexity, evidence, and 

knowledge
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What does PARCC cover in Mathematics?
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• Whether students understand and can use important math ideas, 

including number sense, algebraic thinking, geometry, and data 

analysis

• How well students can make math arguments

• The extent to which students can use math facts and reasoning skills 

to solve real-world 

problems

For Math the focus is on reasoning, modeling, and conceptual understanding
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The First Year- 80% CBT  20% PBT

5 million students 

across the USA

Approximately 75,000 RI 

students

11 states + RI

Arkansas

Colorado

DC

Illinois

Louisiana

Maryland

Massachusetts

Mississippi

New Jersey

New Mexico

Ohio

Rhode Island Educators

• Reviewed items and reading passages

• Selected exemplar student work for scoring

• Reviewed test forms

• Recommended performance levels
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2. Why new standards and 

assessments? 
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Why new standards and assessments? 
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Having that expectation for every 

student in every school in every state 

– that is what holds the promise of a 

quality education in every zip code.
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A Rhode Island graduate is one who is well-prepared for 

postsecondary education, work, and life. 

He or she can think critically and collaboratively and can act 

as a creative, self-motivated, culturally competent learner 

and citizen.

2015-2020 Rhode Island Strategic Plan for PK-12 Public Education

What Rhode Islanders Want for Students
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Partnership between K-12 and Higher Education
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• Strong partnership between K-12 and higher education

• Open doors to college and university by letting students know 

whether they are on track long before they graduate

• Open doors to college courses - bypass remedial courses that 

cost money and give no credit
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3. What does the test look like?
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New design changes for the spring 2016 tests include:

• Testing consolidated into one window

o New single window will end at 90% mark of school year

o Schools will have up to 30 schools days in which to test. Most schools can/will 

complete all testing in a week or two weeks, depending on how they set up test 

schedule

• Testing time is shortened by about 90 minutes

o Number of test units reduced. Students in all grades will participate in 2 or 3 fewer

units.

PARCC Design Changes for 2016
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The PARCC Difference
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The PARCC Difference
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• PARCC was a new assessment for the 2014-15 school year and we 

recognize that student achievement may differ between PARCC and 

NECAP. 

• NECAP measured the old Grade Level Expectations (GLEs) and Grade Span 

Expectations (GSEs) whereas PARCC measures progress toward college and 

career readiness using our new Common Core State Standards.

• We will not compare PARCC results with the results of NECAP because they 

are different tests that measure different standards. 

PARCC and NECAP 
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Accessibility Features and Accommodations

17

Features for 
All Students

Accessibility 
Features

Identified in advance

Accommodations

IEP/504/EL
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4. How were performance levels set? 
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Five Performance Levels

Place a purple frame around images

PARCC uses five performance levels that delineate the knowledge, skills, and practices 
students are able to demonstrate:

Level 1: 

Did Not Yet 
Meet 

Expectations

Level 2:

Partially Met 
Expectations

Level 3:

Approached 
Expectations

Level 4:

Met 
Expectations

Level 5:

Exceeded 
Expectations
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5. What kinds of information will we 

receive and when? 
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July

• High School Performance Level setting

August

• Grades 7-8 Performance Level setting

• Grades 3-6 Performance Level setting

PARCC Timeline 2015

Fall

• Aggregated data shared with states/districts/schools

• Pre Release Meetings

• Grades 3-8 and High School results released during the week of November 16th

• RIDE conducts results interpretation/data workshops for teachers and administrators

• High School Student Reports sent to districts in November

• Grades 3-8 Student Reports sent to districts in December
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• School-, and district-level PARCC results reports will be made available to 

schools and LEAs

• Teachers will be able to access student results via RIDE’s Instructional 

Support System

• Individual student reports will be provided to schools to share with parents 

and families.  Schools will be able to send a copy of this report along with 

any specific communication that they believe would help families better 

understand student results

� Student report templates will also be translated into ten languages and available on 

the RIDE website

PARCC Results Dissemination
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English Language Arts Student Report
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English Language Arts Student Report
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English Language Arts Student Report
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Individual Student Report: Math
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Mathematics Student Report
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Mathematics Student Report
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Score Reports
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6. How does PARCC support teaching 

and learning? 
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Rhode Island Teaching and Learning

Rhode Island's learning 
standards describe 

educational objectives -
what students should 

know and be able to do by 
the end of a course or 

grade level - but they do 
not describe any particular 

teaching practice, 
curriculum, or assessment.

Curriculum decisions are 
made by districts, schools, 
and teachers and provide 
a "map" for how students 
will master the standards. 
This map includes the 
materials  (e.g. lesson 
plans, assignments, tests, 
resources) that will make 
learning possible.

Teachers are responsible 
for providing instruction 
by identifying teaching 
practices that are 
effective for all students, 
since not every student 
learns or retains 
information in the same 
way.

Assessments are the tools 

and methods educators use 

to evaluate and measure 

the academic readiness, 

learning progress, and skill 

acquisition of students.  

Assessments range from 

teacher questioning  

techniques to statewide 

assessments 

like PARCC. 

Standards Curriculum

InstructionAssessment
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� The results provide information about a child’s performance on important 

learning standards in math and English language arts.

� The results of PARCC assessments provide information about how a 

student’s school and district are performing compared to other Rhode 

Island schools and districts as well as compared to other PARCC states. 

� Parents should discuss the PARCC results, along with grades, local 

assessment results and other information with their child's classroom 

teacher, to determine what changes in instruction or additional supports 

their child may need to improve achievement. 

How are PARCC Results Useful to 

Parents and Families?
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�This years PARCC results will provide our first statewide check 

on our transition to the Common Core State Standards.

�The results of PARCC assessments provide information about 

how students in their school and district are performing 

compared with students in other schools in the district, state, 

and other PARCC states. 

�Schools and districts will use this information along with local 

assessments to review curriculum and determine if any changes 

need to be made to support student learning.

How Can District and School Leaders use 

PARCC Information?
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7. How are we preparing for the 

release in Rhode Island ?
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• Provided workshops for over 400 central office administrators and 

principals in August

• Met with RI-TAC and will host teacher webinars to set context for 

communication and explain score reports

• Will meet with community organizations including parent groups

• Will brief media in order for them to understand the assessment and its 

role in supporting instruction

• Working with Governor’s Office and legislative leaders to brief on results 

rollout strategies and messaging

Pre-Release

34
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• Will provide results overview workshops to central office administrators 

and principals

• Will meet with RI-TAC and will host teacher webinars to present 

statewide data

• Will host interpretation workshops for principals and teachers to 

understand results (aggregate and disaggregated data)

• Will offer school specific workshops for school and district communities

to focus on instruction

• Will analyze patterns of results to begin statewide planning: curricula 

adjustments, content strengthening, and instructional tools

Post-Release
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•Being clear that this is a baseline year

•Preparing administrators and teachers 

•Meeting with community groups and policy-making groups

•Focusing on connections to teaching and learning!

- Do we believe that students should be expected to learn at 

higher levels?

- Are we prepared to deliver instruction creatively and 

knowledgeably?

- Do we have supports in place for students?

Preparing for Results
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• This year’s testing provides baseline information for students and will not 

appear on their transcript. Eventually, state-assessment results will 

appear on high-school transcripts, but the 2015 results will not appear on 

transcripts. 

• The state will not require the use of PARCC assessments as a statewide 

component of our Diploma System until the Class of 2020

• LEAs may decide to use PARCC assessments as a graduation requirement 

beginning with the Class of 2017.

PARCC and High School Graduation
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The PARCC results for the 2014-2015 school year will set a 
baseline. Teacher evaluations are based on growth and 
improvement, so PARCC assessments will not impact 
evaluations until three years (2017) of results are available 
– at which point there will be enough data to calculate 
growth scores that measure improvement over time.

PARCC and Educator Evaluation
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•Rhode Island’s accountability system has been modified to 

account for our transition to PARCC testing.  

•Accountability results will not be available for the 2014-2015 

school year until PARCC data is returned this fall.  This makes the 

accountability timing and use quite different.

•This year, Rhode Island will not use the 2015 accountability 

results  to move any schools into the classifications of Warning, 

Focus, or Priority (our three lowest classifications). Only 

Commended Schools will be identified this year.

PARCC and School Accountability
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Resources for Educators
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tinyurl.com/top12ed

Model Content 
Frameworks

Professional Development
Modules

Performance Level Descriptors

Text Complexity Worksheet Blue Prints
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Parent Resources
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parcconline.org/for-parents
parcconline.org/for-educators
parcconline.org/take-the-test
parcconline.org/parcc-states-release-lessons-learned-report
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Questions and Discussion
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Maryann.Snider@ride.ri.gov 

Parcc@ride.ri.gov

@ride

parcconline.org

UnderstandTheScore.org


